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LATEST RESEARCH TO BE REVEALED 
AT 2019 ANNUAL MEETING 
April 27 11:00 a.m.  Desmond Hotel, Malvern 

World-renowned keynote speaker Caleb Johnson will 

finally be able to share his latest 

discoveries made with fellow 

researchers Sue Allan and 

Simon Neal. Those findings 

won’t be published until just 

before the Annual Meeting. He 

promises that they “will rank 

right up there with my 

discoveries of the origins of 

Stephen Hopkins (1998), Peter 

Browne (2004), and William White/Susanna Jackson 

(2017).” 

Mr. Johnson is a highly-respected Mayflower 

researcher who knows the details of the ancestry of the 

passengers and how they are related to each other. In 

1994, he created his website mayflowerhistory.com. 

There you can read that he “graduated from Texas Tech 

University with two majors (history and English) and 

two minors (computer science and archaeology).  He 

subsequently earned an MBA with an emphasis in IT 

Management.” He has written many books and is a 

source for print media, radio, and television. For 

instance, he helped with the PBS show “Finding Your 

Roots” in the Sally Field episode.  He will be bringing 

books that you can purchase and have him sign. 

The day will begin with a business meeting to vote 

on the 2019-2020 officers. (page 4) 

Due to limited seating of 120, early reservations are strongly recommended. 
All are welcome to attend, so invite your friends and relatives to join us that day. 

Social Events Chair Deborah Markowitz 

reports that the entrée choices for lunch 

between the business meeting and the keynote 

speaker are 
 Pan-seared chicken breast piccata  
 Herb-encrusted salmon  
 with citrus beurre blanc. 

Included are salad, rolls and butter, and dessert. 

The cost is $36. Children under 12 will have a 

choice of cheeseburger, grilled cheese, pasta  or 

chicken fingers served with fries—for $15.  The 

reservation form is on page 2. Directions to the 

Desmond Hotel in Malvern can be found there 

as well. 

Sail1620.org
mailto:PennMayflowerNews@gmail.com
mailto:sharynsdavis@gmail.com


 

Page 2                      Spring 2019                                     Volume XXXI                              Issue No. 1 

 

Saturday,  APRIL 27, 2019  ANNUAL MEETING  Reservation Form 

(see front page for complete menu description)                           Adult $36                    Child under 12   $15  
 

              chicken    salmon        cheeseburger, grilled                         

            cheese, pasta  or  
            chicken fingers  
Member’s Name __________________________      _______ ______           ______ 

Guest’s Name ____________________________      _______ ______           ______ 

Guest’s Name ____________________________      _______ ______           ______ 

Total              _______ ______           ______$______ 

Your Phone Number ________________________    Email ____________________________ 

DIRECTIONS: Take the PA Turnpike I-76E to 
Exit 326, Valley Forge. Take Route 202S (West 
Chester) to the Great Valley/Route 29N Exit. 
At the end of the ramp, proceed through the 
light onto Liberty Blvd. The Hotel will be on 
the right hand side. 

Make checks payable to SMDPA 
and mail to arrive by April 15 to: 
 

 Deborah Markowitz 
603  Worthington Drive, Exton Pa. 19341 

dwinnemarkowitz@yahoo.com 

Cut here and mail above reservation form with your check 

                    Priscilla Mullins (at back) 
Elizabeth                                         Constance 
   Tilley                                                Hopkins                                    

Mary Chilton 
 

Four Young Women as interpreted 
by Delaware Artist Karen Kuhrt 

At the April 27  

Annual Meeting,  

the highest bidders  

will get to take home  

these ladies… 

and other surprises.   

  

mailto:dwinnemarkowitz@yahoo.com
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Message from Acting Governor Reed Kneale 
To our beloved members and cousins, 

2019 is shaping up to be an interesting year. 

Our committees are working diligently on their assigned 

duties. The nominating committee (led by Deb Miller) is in full 

swing making phone calls and helping to create a slate for our 

annual meeting. Please contact her if you are interested in 

contributing, we have open positions as part of the natural turnover 

of groups. Since everyone is a volunteer, it is amazing how much 

work is accomplished! 

Our website is transitioning during the first quarter of the 

new year. It will offer new features for current and potential 

members.  

Our financial committee is finalizing budgets and we are 

reviewing our positions in our Vanguard fund for best yield. These 

funds have been a partial source of our revenue in the past, helping 

to keep dues down. Your dues notice should be arriving soon, 

prompt payment is always appreciated! 

We are looking forward to our annual meeting on April 27 

at the Desmond Hotel in Malvern, PA, with Caleb Johnson as our 

speaker. In our meeting, Caleb promises to share new discoveries 

that he has developed with Sue Allen.  

Our 400 year anniversary in 2020 looms. Feel free to offer 

ideas for celebration and be prepared to participate in the events.  

The General Society is active with many events and causes. 

(see on right for activities in Massachusetts) A Rose Bowl float 

(see below) is planned for January 1, 2020, and you can participate 

in this once-in-a-lifetime event. The renovation of the “Meeting 

House” now includes ownership rights (see page 8).  

May your winter be healthy and the start of a great 2019! 

Thanks for your support! 

 

 

Acting Governor Reed Kneale’s license plate is 
shown above. Go to page 12 to see more license 
plates and how you can order your own. 

THE DESCENDANTS ARE COMING! 
From The Pilgrim Press, February 9 
 The 400th Anniversary Commemoration of 

the Landing of the Mayflower and the 

42nd Mayflower Triennial Congress will take place 

in and around Plymouth, Massachusetts, on 

September 12 – 19, 2020.  

Welcome receptions and other special 

commemorative events will be held in Boston, 

Plymouth, and Provincetown. Many exciting plans 

have been made for this once in a lifetime 

event, including a Mayflower Compact Re-

enactment Ceremony in Provincetown; fabulous 

tours; a Boston Pilgrim Progress that will be part 

of the Official State House Salute to the 

400th Anniversary; an exhibitor showcase, 

including Member Society and Family Society 

tables; Opening Ceremonies in the National 

Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse; a garden 

reception at the Mayflower Society House to 

dedicate the new William Bradford statue; and a 

pinnacle black-tie Gala. 

On March 1,  hotel room blocks  

were released for reservations. 

 

MAYFLOWER FLOAT IN 2020 ROSE PARADE  
This coming Tuesday is January 1st, 2019, when we gather to 

watch the Tournament of Roses® parade on television. Many 

California Mayflower members and other member societies 

have assembled to decorate floats and learn the ropes for 

January 1
st
, 2020. California Governor, Marcia Maloney, 

commends Float Chairman, Carole Curran, and team for their 

work in 2019 to prepare for next year. It is so exciting! We 

invite you to watch this year’s parade and watch for GSMD 

members who contributed their time and talents to the Carnival 

Cruise Line float. California looks forward to hosting GSMD 

members for next year’s parade and to celebrate the first 

day of 2020. 

Jane E. Groves Riddell Hurt 
Secretary General,  
General Society of Mayflower Descendants  
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SMDPA Officers and Board of Assistants Slate for 2019-2020 
The Nominating Committee Chair Deb G-Miller and committee members  

Dr. Robert Heinsohn, Dorothy Lees and Joan C Miller,  
submit the following slate of Officers and Assistants to be considered for election at our  

Society’s Annual Meeting on April 27, 2019 
An asterisk (*) signifies incumbent 

 
 
 

OFFICERS 
Governor – Reed Kneale* 
Acting Deputy Governor – Deb G-Miller 
Secretary – Brent Jones* 
Assistant Secretary – Laura Tyndall* 
Treasurer – Scott Bond* 
Assistant Treasurer – Judith Biederman* 
Historian – Virginia Fossa* 
Co-Historian – Cinda Hartman*  
Co-Historian – Christine Remley 
Registrar – Pamela A. Kolyer * 
Assistant Registrar – Susan Henning* 
Membership Officer – Bruce Miller 
Elder – James Buckner 
Captain – Keith Kammenzind 
Counselor – Thomas R. Kellogg, Esq.* 
Surgeon – Dr. Ronald Simonsen*   
 
 
 

BOARD of ASSISTANTS 
Term Expiring April 2020 - Sharyn Davis*, Lois E Howanec 
Term Expiring April 2021- George Wilcox*, Christine Hoffman*, Nancy Larsen 

Term Expiring April 2022 - Cynthia Jordan, Deborah Markowitz, Melanie Lynagh 
 
 
 
 

Any additional nominations may be delivered to the Secretary, Brent Jones,                    

24 Rabbit Run Lane Glenmore, PA  19343-9544  jjonness@verizon.net 

at least one week prior to the meeting in accordance with SMDPA Bylaws. 
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IN MEMORIAM        
from Registrar Pamela Kolyer 
Mrs. Sarah Josephine Reid Batty      

   Member since 1984 

   Ancestor Francis Cooke 

Mrs. Dorothy Brewster Hansell        

   Emeritus Member  

 Joined 1960 

   Ancestor William Brewster 

Mrs. Melva Calahan                 

 Member since 2006   

   Ancestor Richard Warren  

 

      The members of the Board of 

Assistants of the Society of 

Mayflower 

Descendants 

in 

Pennsylvania 

would like to 

express their 

sympathy to 

the family 

and friends 

of all 

departed 

members.  

     NEW MEMBER      GENERATION     ANCESTOR 

SURPRISING ANTIQUE STORE  DISCOVERY   by Co-editor Sharyn Davis 
     Late on a Sunday afternoon, during this just-

past winter, David Dillman stepped into an antique 

store in Adamstown, Lancaster County, PA. As 

Dillman made his way through the shop, an item caught 

his eye. Hanging on the wall was a handsomely framed 

certificate (on right). Upon further inspection, Dillman 

realized the certificate was that of a member of the 

General Society of Mayflower Descendants and, better 

yet, a founding member of our Society of Mayflower 

Descendants of Pennsylvania. 

Florence Earle Coates, Founder #10 of the 

SMDPA was a proven descendant of Pilgrim John 

Howland. Dillman recognized the name as being that of 

his own Mayflower ancestor of which he is currently 

trying to prove his lineage.  

“What truly surprised me was that she was a 

cousin, a fellow descendant of John Howland, by 

way of Howland’s daughter, (CONTINUED ON PAGE 19) 

Certificate courtesy of David Dillman.  
Please go to page 19 for a portrait of Florence Earle Coates. 

NEW MEMBERS JOIN OUR SOCIETY 

Goff Palchowski, Pamela Jean 11 Hopkins 

Sweppenheiser, Harry Allen   11 Doty 

Kuoni, John Paul 11 Francis Cooke 

Schlegel, Mark Donald 12 Brewster 

Mulliken, Stephanie 12 Howland 

Garrison, Barbara Jane 12 Priscilla Mullins 

Pellegren, Margaret Janet 11 Priscilla Mullins 

McClammer, Laura Joy Whipple 13 Bradford 

Molitoris, Linda Sue Hess 11 Doty 

Revenaugh, Lois Ann Rumbel 14 Cooke 

Campbell, James Reed 11 Hopkins 

Lissenden, Debra Lee Walters 12 Soule 

Kammenzind, Keith Raymond 12 Howland 

Thorpe, Thor Thomas 11 Hopkins 

Jones, Nathan Christopher 14 Warren 

Michael, Lisa Joyce Breder 13 Priscilla Mullins 

Canfield, Melinda Louise Stavey 11 Doty 

Howanec, Lois 11 Bradford 

Lucas, Susan 11 Alden 

Lucas, Ethan 12 Alden 

Lucas, Ian 12 Alden 

Larsen, Nancy 12 Rogers 

Weaver, Brenda 13 Warren 

from Lead Co-historian Ginny Fossa,  Co-historian Cinda 
Hartman, and SMDPA members Christine Remley, Sharyn 
Davis, and Billie Gailey 
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SMDPA SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
Please go to the next page for the application. The submission deadline is June 1. 

JOHN HOWLAND VISITS THREE SCHOOLS 
by James Buckner, Education/Scholarship Chair 

On November 16, I dressed up as John Howland and visited Donegal 

Primary School. I spoke to all eleven first grade classes four at a time. I pretended to be 

my 11th great grandfather, John Howland. I told them why we left England and came to 

the New World by way of Holland. I told them about our voyage across the Atlantic and 

what conditions were like on the Mayflower. I marked off the room to show them how 

much space there was for 102 passengers. I told them about the food we had to eat and 

had an example of a Ship’s Biscuit (later came to be known as hardtack). I related the 

story of how I fell overboard. which they always find interesting.  

I told them about how we came too far north and found ourselves at Cape Cod 

and how after being unable to go south to where we were supposed to be, we decided to 

stay where we were. I told them about exploring Cape Cod and the writing of the 

Mayflower Compact and finally settling in Plymouth. I shared with them about the hard 

winter and about how glad we were when spring came. I told them how surprised we 

were when Samoset came into our town and about our treaty with Massasoit and about 

how Squanto taught us how to plant corn using fish.  

I finished by relating how, having a great harvest, we held a feast of 

thanksgiving. The children were impressed that ours lasted three days. Afterwards the 

students asked many good questions. They all thanked me and the teachers said that this 

will greatly help the students understanding of the Pilgrims and the Mayflower. They 

took my picture and put it on the school’s Facebook page. (above, left and below) 

On November 19, I addressed the chapel service at the Christian School of 

York. This was a little more challenging due to the fact that the audience consisted of 

students from kindergarten to high school seniors. I had to try and relate to a vast 

difference in ages. I spoke about the same things, however I was able to relate more about 

the religious aspects more than I can do in the lower elementary public schools. Things 

did go well. The kindergarten class wanted their picture taken with me. 

On November 30 I spoke to all ten third grade classes at Donegal 

Intermediate School. These presentations were done two classes at a time and I did the 

presentation just about the way I did it for the first-grade classes at Donegal Primary. The 

students were well behaved and it seemed that I was able to hold their attention for the 

entire 40 minutes. They too asked some very good questions. The teachers said that they 

were studying this in their classes and this really made their study come to life. I am 

looking forward to doing this again next year at their schools and perhaps even more 

schools. 

JOHN HOWLAND ON FACEBOOK 
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SOCIETY  OF  MAYFLOWER  DESCENDANTS 

IN  THE  COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
 

 

Elizabeth Tilley Howland Scholarship Award Application 
 

Full Name: ________________________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________________ 
 
 Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Phone Number: __________________________  Email Address: _______________________________________________ 
 
Full name of the Relative who is an active member of SMDPA:________________________________________________________  
 
 State Society #:  _____________________Your relationship to this member:_____________________________________ 
 
High School in Pennsylvania: ______________________________________ School Phone Number: _________________________ 
 
 Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Extracurricular activities and School Honors: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Community Service exclusive of High School activities: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Employment History:  _________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
College that you plan to attend: ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Course of study and academic plans for the immediate future: ________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Signature of Applicant: _______________________________________________________ 
 
This scholarship is open to all graduating high school seniors in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania who are members of, or 
directly related to an active member of, the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  
 

Submit this application along with the following documentation: 
1. Official Transcript of high school grades with class size and rank by the school counselor on school letterhead. 
2. Verification of acceptance to an accredited college or university. 
3. Essay of five hundred words on the following topic: What bearing does the government established by the Pilgrims 
    have on the government we have today? 
4. A photo of yourself 

 

Send this application and required documents, postmarked by June 1, 2019 to:  James Buckner 
   200 Wild Cherry Lane Marietta, PA 17547 
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PLYMOUTH, MASSACHUSETTS, MEETINGHOUSE TO BE RESTORED 
Last night on October 22, 2018 the Plymouth Town 

Meeting took a major historic step on behalf of General 

Society of Mayflower Descendants (GSMD) and our 

project to restore the First Parish Church. ... With their 

contribution and the funds that have already been raised 

within our Society we are very close to the $3 million that 

is required for ownership of the building to pass to our 

organization. As soon as the congregation no longer 

shares in the ownership, we will rename the building the 

National Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse and begin the 

repair process just as quickly as we possibly can. 

We look forward to returning the John Robinson windows 

(shown here) to their proper place on the facade, showing 

the moment when our ancestors left Delfshaven in the 

Netherlands. The citizens of Plymouth have demonstrated 

their confidence in our Society, and we look forward to 

the day when that building is a source of pride in their 

town and in the hearts of all of us who love the heritage 

that the Pilgrims left for us. 

George Garmany,  

Governor General, GSMD 

          [On Sunday December 9,] the First Parish Meetinghouse 

congregation symbolically resigned from the National Pilgrim 

Memorial Meetinghouse Charitable Trust during an emotional 

service, thoughtfully titled "Forward Through the Ages" and lead by 

Rev. Arthur Lavoie.  The General Society of Mayflower Descendants 

will become the sole owner of the deed upon approval by the 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

           A recording of this historic event was made by PACTV 
(Plymouth Area Community Television) and can be watched as a 
YouTube video. 

 
When the General Society was originally incorporated by the state of Massachusetts in 1923, 

our purpose stated, "... to authenticate, preserve and mark historical spots made memorable by 
Pilgrim association." Although more fundraising is needed to complete our final goal, the General 
Society is honored to be one step closer to restoring and preserving the National Pilgrim Memorial 
Meetinghouse, one of the most hallowed landmarks honoring the Mayflower Pilgrims, for future 
generations. 

Show your support for the General Society and the National Pilgrim Memorial Meetinghouse 
with one of our beautiful Meetinghouse pins!  This piece is beautiful as a lapel pin or adorning your 
favorite bag. 

Information for this page came from The Pilgrim Press and communications@themayflowersociety.org 

https://themayflowersociety.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c0c6ac341f9bd7fd311526aa&id=cc0fb775bf&e=25b0f980bd
https://themayflowersociety.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7c0c6ac341f9bd7fd311526aa&id=cc0fb775bf&e=25b0f980bd
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SMDPA THANKSGIVING 
SERVICE AND DINNER  
November 18, 2018 
       We gathered at Palm 

Schwenkfelder Church for the 

annual commemoration of the first 

Thanksgiving worship service, as 

planned and led by our Elder, the 

Rev. Judith A. Meier.  

        James Buckner led the opening 

procession. (He took the other 

photos for this article.) 

The music of violinist Margaret Lerch and organist Peg Jacob 

added solemnity to the service. 

Waldo Johnson gave insight 

into the history of the 

Schwenkfelders beginning with the 

birth of Caspar von Schwenckfeld in 

Silesia (Poland) in 1489. The 

Schwenkfelders emigrated to the 

American colonies in the mid 1700s 

with the help of the Mennonites. 

They were known for their high-

quality weaving in both the Old 

World and New. 

      Acting Governor (AG) Reed Kneale read the 

Thanksgiving Proclamation. He chose the one 

read by President Abraham Lincoln in 1863. 

       Tina Simonsen Hoffman and her father, Dr. 

Ronald Simonsen, read the Mayflower Compact 

followed by the Reading of the Names of the 

Signers. 

     All stood when they heard their ancestor’s name. 

(continued on next page) 
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE AND DINNER   (continued from previous page) 
I pledge myself to hold aloft  
 the lamps of civil and religious liberty 
 lighted by the Pilgrims at “Plymouth Rock”; 
to recall and cherish the sacrifices and struggles  
 made by them for the common good; 
to study their lives, deeds, faith, courage, and character; 
to draw inspiration there from; 
to emulate their spirit; 
to be loyal to the flag and institutions of the country  
 whose founding was so greatly aided by their work and wisdom; 
to do everything within my power to deserve and preserve the heritage, 
and at all times and in all ways to profit by their Pilgrim examples. 

 
      Judi Biederman led the reading of the Pilgrim Pledge (above).  

      Cathy Smith read Scripture from the book of 

Joel and Sue Henning from I Timothy. 

      The Rev. Nicholas Pence, host pastor, preached 

from the Gospel found in Matthew 6—the lilies of 

the field. He reminded us that both the Pilgrims 

and the Schwenkfelders were “boat people” who 

turned over their worries to their heavenly father. 

They were “a people following a promise.” 

      Elder Meier and Pamela 

Kolyer led the Service of 

Remembrance and the Reading 

of the Necrology. 

(continued on next page) 
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THANKSGIVING SERVICE AND DINNER (continued from previous page) 
As the Service came to a close, Johanna and Jovia 

Kinsler, both in pilgrim dress, brought forward the First 

Fruits (donated canned goods). Behind them, George and 

Sue Henning brought the Offering which was received by 

SMDPA Treasurer Scott Bond. 

After the recessional, most people travelled just 

down the road to Schultheis Carriage House Restaurant 

where Social Events Chair Deborah Markowitz had 

arranged for a traditional Thanksgiving Dinner. 

The Rev. Barbara Pence, pastor of Peace in Zion 

United Church of Christ in Zieglerville, offered the grace 

before our banquet. 

      Members and guests enjoyed themselves as 

the setting sun brought an end to a wonderful 

day together. 

      Acting Governor Kneale emailed to the 

SMDPA Board of Assistants that “we had over 

70 at the service and close to 50 for dinner. 

Everyone was of good cheer! Thanks to all, 

especially Rev. Meier for a religious and 

positive event. I know that many could not 

come for illness and schedule conflicts, but 

trust you were with us in spirit.” 

THANKSGIVING SERVICE AND DINNER November 24, 2019 
Elder Meier reports that in 2019, the service will be at  
Old First Reformed Church in Old City Philadelphia. 
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News from the Colonies 

SUSQUEHANNA COLONY SPRING MEETING 
Saturday,     May 4, 2019     11:00 a.m. 
Country Cupboard,  
101 Hafer Road, Lewisburg, PA 17837 
Off of Route 15—almost 5 miles south of Route 80  
        —OR about 2.6 miles north of Bucknell University 

Registration and fellowship time begins at 11:00 

a.m., followed by a brief business meeting and lunch. At 

about 1:00 p.m., Jerry Smith will present his program 

about “American Land Tenure: History, Quirks, and 

Quandaries.” 

Jerry says, “Through American history, various 

colonizing governments, Proprietors, states, and the 

federal government have used many methods to pass land 

from government to private ownership. That history has 

left a hodgepodge of land records. The implications, some 

humorous, some quite serious, are still with us in the 

present day. Land records offer opportunities for the 

genealogy researcher, and placing them in historical context enriches the research experience. This 

presentation offers a glimpse into our colorful land history.” 

Please RSVP by April 25 to Sharon Saunders at sharon.saunders@comcast.net.  
Plan to pay at the restaurant. 

A MOSAIC OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANT LICENSE PLATES 
by Layton Fireng, New Products Chair 

The Mayflower Descendant license plate seems to be well 

received, although there still seems to be some confusion about 

how to order. 

Mail a signed application to me. NO, you cannot send it 

in an email because the requirement is for a signed application. 

Make the check to SMDPA, not to me or PennDOT. 

If you have a plate, please take a photo of the plate on the 

car. Make it tight — just a hint of the car. Send the picture to the 

newsletter editor, so it can be added to the mosaic of plates we are 

trying to create. 

Jerry Smith (on right) demonstrating how to use a 1790s 
compass and chain to survey at Salt Lake Institute for 
Genealogy. Photo posted by his student Polly FitzGerald 
Kimmitt on the class’ Metes and Bounds Facebook page 
created by Michelle Roos Goodrum.  [Editor’s note: Jerry’s 
my husband.] 

mailto:dianemcv39@verizon.net
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WESTERN COLONY 
TWO MEETINGS  by Sara Droddy, Recording Secretary 

 Pennsylvania’s Western Colony celebrated Thanksgiving on 

Saturday, November 17, 2018, at Oakmont Country Club, 1233 Hulton Road, Oakmont, Pennsylvania with 

forty-two members and guests present. 

Board member Rev. Charles L. Smith, Jr., (photo on right) opened with prayer after which 

we enjoyed a traditional Thanksgiving meal of roast turkey, cranberry sauce, stuffing, mashed 

potatoes with gravy, vegetable, tossed green salad, rolls and butter, coffee, tea, and lemonade. A 

lovely and delicious slice of pumpkin pie was served for dessert.   

After lunch, the Reverend Charles L. Smith returned to the podium. Rev. Smith shared that 

not all of the passengers on the Mayflower were God-fearing pilgrims, but that most of them came desiring 

freedom. He further described that since that time, millions and millions have 

arrived here with the desire for freedom, and the Mayflower Compact has 

been the charter for freedom ever since. Next, he proudly introduced our 

speaker, his son-in-law Jack Puglisi (photo on right).   

Mr. Puglisi’s topic was “The Presidential Election of 1800.” He is an 

acclaimed artist, but his interests go far beyond the study of artistry and 

history. He is a public speaker who specializes in the subject of both United 

States and world history. He has given talks to many local organizations, 

including The Daughters of the American Revolution, the AARP and the 

Kiwanis. Mr. Puglisi currently teaches history courses for Community 

College of Allegheny County’s (CCAC) community education program.   

New members (from left to right in photo on the right) Pamela 

Palchowski, Marcia Coleman and Peter Gifford were welcomed by 

Governor Lois Lang (in blue jacket). Governor Lang also expressed deep 

gratitude to Patricia Hill for being the rock for the Western Colony of the 

SMDPA for many years. 

The Spring Meeting of the Western Colony of the Society of 

Mayflower Descendants in Pennsylvania will be held May 18 at the 

Edgeworth Club, 511 East Drive, Sewickley, Pennsylvania. 

Prospective members and guests are welcome to join our membership for 

this event which includes our business meeting, luncheon and special, 

guest speaker Gary Augustine. He is a historian and raconteur who will 

speak on the captivating topic “Hollywood and World War II in the 

Movies.” Further information on the meeting can be obtained by contacting Bette Ruh at (412) 561-6994 

or edemruh@aol.com or Diane McVicker at (412) 487-3065 or dianemcv39@verizon.net. 
 

LEADERSHIP NEWS by Linda Ruhe, Corresponding Secretary 
On February 4, Colony Governor, Lois A. Lang submitted her resignation. She stated that she needed 

to resign from the office of Colony Governor to have adequate time and energy to recuperate from recent 

surgery.  Mrs. Lang’s resignation was accepted with great regret. The commitment, devotion and energy that 

Lois A. Lang gave to the Western Colony were gifts that will be sorely missed.  We wish her the best as she 

recovers from a serious injury with the same positive attitude that she gives to every endeavor. 

To continue the work of the Western Colony, the Colony Board of Assistants met to discuss future 

leadership. We were reassured and very pleased when former Colony Governor Patricia Grenet Hill agreed to 

return to that post. Patricia Hill has been devoted to the work of the Western Colony for nearly four 

decades. Her knowledge and judgment will serve us well. Mrs. Hill was appointed by the Colony Board of 

Assistants to begin immediate service as our Colony Governor. She will have the support of the entire Board 

of Assistants as we continue the mission to honor our ancestors and share the Pilgrim story. 

mailto:edemruh@aol.com
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A QUESTION FOR YOU 
Who or what gave you your first clue that  
you are a Mayflower descendant? 

My mother, Audrey Angela Roberts Kelly, Esq., 

was on Governor Scranton's Pennsylvania 

cabinet as State Insurance Commissioner.  She 

had a friend who did genealogy as a hobby 

and ran mom's family back to the 

Bradford's.  We went from there and joined 

the Society as life members.     

 
Paul A. Kelly  

with Blake A. Kelly and  Andrew John Kelly  

My uncle who lives on Cape Cod gave me my 

first clue to being a Mayflower descendant. He 

lives in the village of Osterville. A man in the 

village wrote a book on the history of 

Osterville. My uncle used that book and visited 

cemeteries to trace his wife's (my mother's 

sister) ancestry. He thought we were related 

to William Brewster and told me about it. That 

got me interested. So the next time we went 

to visit him on the Cape, we went to the 

library and Barnstable courthouse to do some 

research. It turns out that we were not related 

to William Brewster (problem about 6 times 

removed) but indeed were related to John 

Howland and Richard Warren. That started me 

on the road to joining the Society of 

Mayflower Descendants.  

 
James Buckner 

My aunt shared her passion for genealogy with 
me.  Through her, I was able to determine that 
I was a descendant of Matthew Grinnell.  As 
luck would have it, there is a whole group of 
Grinnells that have quite a bit of their family history documented and published.  I acquired 
the Grinnell Family Association publication, and painstakingly entered my family's lineage 
into a popular genealogy web site.  As "clues" 
came to me through the site, more and more 
of them contained images of the Mayflower.  And, naturally, I became curious.  So, I contacted SMDPA.  They confirmed through Plymouth that the first nine 

generations were solid and all I had to do was 
bridge a generation or two with some evidence.  So, after contacting some good folks in historical societies and courthouses in 

parts of western Pennsylvania and New York, 
and the help of Bert and Val Cullen, we bridged the gap together.  And, in doing so, I 
can say that I am a descendant of the Mayflower's Richard Warren.               

Brent Jones 

My grandfather of Cape May, NJ, got me a 

Junior membership when I was 8 years old!         

 
Bruce Miller 
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My first memory is my grandparents talking 
about my Great Aunt May who regularly 
attended the Ohio Society meetings. It was 
always a big event where everyone dressed in 
their finest clothing. My paternal family 
descended from John Alden, Myles Standish 
and William Brewster and published a book 
documenting the lines in the 1930s that I still 
have. What surprised me later in life, was 
learning of my maternal Mayflower lineage 
through Stephen Hopkins. My mother was 
vaguely aware of this but my cousin proved it 
in a trip to New England 20 years ago. It may 
be easier to win the lottery than to have both 
parents in Ohio with Mayflower ancestors. 
 

Reed Kneale 

A QUESTION FOR YOU 
Who or what gave you your first clue that  
you are a Mayflower descendant? 

Unlike many Mayflower “cousins” who have 

known of their linkage all their lives, I only 

learned of my Pilgrim roots about four years 

ago.  As the oldest child, of the oldest child, I 

was privileged to have known (and met 

several times) my great-grandmother who 

lived in Lynn MA.  She always told me the 

family had “deep” New England roots.  She 

was proud that her direct lineage could be 

traced back to relations who came over from 

England in the 1630’s.  However it was 

through her husband (my great-grandfather) 

that at least two direct lines Mayflower 

ancestors were discovered and proven!  Not 

much was known (or spoken) of him as he 

died of appendicitis about a year after they 

were married and my maternal grandfather 

was their only child.  It was through the 

Ancestry.com website that I discovered the 

direct lineage, and with the help of their 

professional services was able to complete the 

search and validation of the family lineage.  It 

has been so exciting to learn of this 

connection as well as learn more about this 

period in history.  The topic makes for great 

conversation piece! 

 
Laura Tyndall 

I've known since I was a little girl that I was a 

descendant of William Brewster. In fact, the summer 

after fourth grade my mother got tired about me 

whining about being bored and gave me her typing 

books to practice, then my great-grandmother's 

application (a draft?) to retype. Not much else 

happened until English researcher Sue Allan came to 

Lancaster to speak to the Society in 2014.  On the spur 

of the moment, I typed up my preliminary application 

and gave it to Cinda Hartman that day- probably about 

100 years after that other application I typed. 

Fortunately, I had to prove back only 5 generations to 

connect to an already proven line. 

 
Cathy Smith 
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Thank you to Peter Dustin for this  link 

with additional information about the 

Wampanoag tribe. 

https://www.amherst.edu/news/

news_releases/2018/4-2018/re-thinking

-king-philip-s-war  

https://www.amherst.edu/news/news_releases/2018/4-2018/re-thinking-king-philip-s-war
https://www.amherst.edu/news/news_releases/2018/4-2018/re-thinking-king-philip-s-war
https://www.amherst.edu/news/news_releases/2018/4-2018/re-thinking-king-philip-s-war
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SMPDA’S  Sail1620.org  WEBSITE MOVES AHEAD 
by Scott Bond, Treasurer 
and Laura Tyndall, Assistant Secretary 

Our new Society of Mayflower Descendants PA (SMDPA) 

website is coming in March! (see the screenshot below) Our current 

Sail1620.org website is getting a makeover because SMDPA will be 

going more digital to support tablets and mobile devices.  

Soon, our visitors will have an easy-to-use website providing 

news and information about our organization as well as education 

about our pilgrim heritage. The website will display simple-to-read calendar event information, directions to 

meetings, and the ability to purchase event tickets while online. You can visit our Store and shop for 

Mayflower gift items—perfect for the upcoming 400th sailing anniversary! 

While we plan to communicate more via email and social media, our newsletter and educational 

materials will continue to be available both online and in print.   

For new and prospective members, we’ve provided information on how to join SMDPA. For 

“Members Only,” we will now provide a secure area for managing membership information and annual dues 

all at the member’s convenience. 

Be sure to check for our new website and let us know how you like it. 

Information on how to 
obtain member ID and logon 
information will be distributed 
soon. If you don’t have a valid 
email address, we encourage 
you to provide one to 

smdpadata@gmail.com  
in order to take full advantage of 
our website. 

mailto:smdpadata@gmail.com
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FOR HEALTH’S SAKE  by Dr. Ronald Simonsen, SMDPA Surgeon 
Americans inherit the right of self-governance which was first written in the Mayflower Compact and 

ratified by our Pilgrim forefathers before their community came ashore in 1620.  This document 

acknowledges, in sparse yet encompassing words, the right to create offices and enact laws that might be 

useful. 

Through thick and thin, these novel principles became embedded in the minds and daily lives of the 

colonists.  

By 1770, smelling the stench of tyranny, most were prepared to react against the breaches of 

justice.  Sacrificing life and fortune, they were able to bring about a new nation.  Continuing on the course first 

set by the Pilgrim fathers, this nation now aspired to "create a more perfect union.” 

The ups and downs of history have been many, and we in the 21st century are faced with choices that 

may influence several existential conditions that threaten humankind. 

A recent op-ed in The Journal of the American Medical Association, written by a public health 

specialist, a climatologist, and a Vatican official, addressed the need for cooperation in finding a solution to 

one of these problems—global warming. They are quoted as saying, "Reverence and awe for the sanctity of 

individuals, the beauty of community, the gift of health, and the majesty of the natural world,” is 

common to all religions and sciences. 

They further quote a letter to Einstein from physicist Werner Heisenberg as an example of "reverence 

and awe" at the revelation of scientific truth. One senses from his letter a profound feeling of understanding for 

the other person. "You must have experienced it too.  One is almost frightened in front of the simplicity and 

compactness of the interconnections that nature all of a sudden spreads before him, and for which he was not 

in the least prepared." 

Empathy and cooperation are catalysts for genius. The explosion of genius that occurred in the world of 

our separatist ancestors continues to propel all the efforts to perfect our union. 

As citizens of our remarkable land, we all feel obligated to help hold to the course first set in 1620.  As 

a physician, I have found it impossible to predict tomorrow for anyone.  What may appear fragile is tenacious 

and vice-versa. 

I do know that by reasoning together, we will be more likely to recognize the voices of our ancestors 

and sail beyond the current shoals. 

Additionally, apart from my journals, I have recently 

read Erasmus, a work by Preserved Smith.  Erasmus, the early 

16th century humanist had traveled to many of the European 

universities including Cambridge and Leiden. His influence 

had grown by the time our ancestors were preparing to set off 

for the New World. Samuel de Champlain, also a humanist, 

had already spent considerable resources with the goal of 

establishing permanent colonies on the North Atlantic coast 

and St. Lawrence River.   

The principle ideas that our pilgrims carried with them 

caused me to think.  First, was the Compact then the treaty 

with the Native Americans, and finally the form of local 

government that included fair or equal justice for 

all. Plymouth was to be a very unique community. If 

historical research could provide a documentary connection 

between the proponents of a separatist colony and their 

contemporary academics, this could cast a new light on how 

we have traversed the perils of our past.  I’m curious, perhaps 

someday as we stand at the gates of history, this light too 

could reflect on us and we will say “This is the enlightened 

way—come with us.” 

 
 

The Pennsylvania mayflower 

is a publication of the  

Society of Mayflower Descendants in the  

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (SMDPA). 

DUES ARE STILL BEING COLLECTED 
by Judi Biederman, Assistant Treasurer 

SMDPA dues were due on March 1, 

and many are still outstanding. Please send 

them, accompanied by your dues invoice, as 

soon as possible to: 

   SMDPA 

Attn: Assistant Treasurer 

Suite 135 

929 S. High Street 

West Chester, PA 19382 

If you can’t find your invoice or have 

any questions, please contact Judi Biederman, 

215-493-3484, judi@biederman.net. 

mailto:judi@biederman.net
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A Note from  
Your Editor,  
Cathy Smith 

Thanks 

again to my 

stupendous co-

editor, Sharyn 

Davis. She has 

such an eye for 

detail. I know she 

will work well with 

the new editor. 

Thanks to Deb      

G-Miller and Joan 

Miller who are 

doing double duty 

as proofreaders—

and Nominating 

Committee Chair 

and member. 

I’ll see you 

at the April 27 

Annual Meeting.  

ARE YOU COLLEGE-BOUND? Check out info about 

the Scholarship application on page 7. 

PLYMOUTH 400: POSTAL ARTWORK CONTEST FOR ALL AGES 
          Aspiring artists will have the opportunity to develop the official 2020 commemorative 

CACHETS. What is a CACHET? A cachet is "a design or inscription on an envelope to commemorate 

an historic event.” 

Electronic submissions should be 8.5”  by 

11” and will be reduced to fit. 

AGE LEVELS 

1. Fifth grade and under 

2. Sixth through eighth grade 

3. Ninth through twelfth grade 

4. Adult 

Submission deadline October 1. 

For Postal Artwork Contest Themes & 

Rules, click on  
(https://plymouth400inc.org/Events/postal-

artwork-contest?mc_cid=316131dd86&mc_eid=

[UNIQID]) . 
 

Desire Howland Gorham. She descends from John Gorham Jr., whereas I descend from 

his sister Mercy Gorham Denison,” said Dillman. Knowing the historical value of the 

certificate, Dillman made the purchase and brought it 

home. 

Curious to know more about his cousin 

Florence, her life, and family, Dillman began his 

research. He soon discovered Florence had achieved 

amazing success as a student, a writer, a Mayflower 

organizer, and a wife and mother. She was a lyricist 

and a prolific poet. Even with the successes in her life, 

Florence suffered some devastating losses in her 

personal life. The daughter from her first marriage, 

Alice Earle Nicholson (Coates), suffered from 

profound hearing loss in her youth. (Her stepfather, 

Edward Hornor Coates, adopted her.) A second 

daughter, Josephine Wisner Coates, died in infancy.  

“Florence clearly sought to connect to her 

earliest American ancestor and to connect to her heritage. She is one of those amazing 

cousins who has left beautiful writings and a surprising find on the wall of an antique 

store,” said Dillman. As he reads through the several volumes of Florence’s work 

which he has purchased, Dillman says he can see how she felt about her life and her 

ancestry. “I am amazed at the cousin I discovered that Sunday in Adamstown. When 

the days grow warmer, I will drive the short distance to Bryn Mawr, PA to visit my 

cousin’s grave and pay my respects.” 

FLORENCE COATES (continued from page 5) 

Florence Earle Coates Portrait from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Earle_Coates#/media/
File:Florence_Earle_Coates_Platinum_Print_3_-_Restoration.jpg  

J   U   N   I   O   R 

C
O
R
N
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R 

https://plymouth400inc.org/Events/postal-artwork-contest?mc_cid=316131dd86&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID
https://plymouth400inc.org/Events/postal-artwork-contest?mc_cid=316131dd86&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID
https://plymouth400inc.org/Events/postal-artwork-contest?mc_cid=316131dd86&mc_eid=%5bUNIQID
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Earle_Coates%23/media/File:Florence_Earle_Coates_Platinum_Print_3_-_Restoration.jpg
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Florence_Earle_Coates%23/media/File:Florence_Earle_Coates_Platinum_Print_3_-_Restoration.jpg
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SAVE THE DATE  
April 27 — Annual Meeting; at Desmond Hotel, Malvern, PA;  

 Caleb H. Johnson well-known speaker and author about the Mayflower passengers 

  See details on front page and page 2 

May 4 — Susquehanna Colony Spring Meeting; at Country Cupboard Restaurant, Lewisburg, PA; 

  Jerry Smith “American Land Tenure: History, Quirks, and Quandaries” 
  RSVP to Sharon Saunders at sharon.saunders@comcast.net 

May 18 — Western Colony Spring Meeting; at the Edgeworth Club, Sewickley, PA; 

  Gary Augustine  “Hollywood and World War II in the Movies” 

  Contact Bette Ruh at (412) 561-6994 or edemruh@aol.com or  

  Diane McVicker at (412) 487-3065 or dianemcv39@verizon.net.  

November 24 — SMDPA Thanksgiving Worship;  
  at Old First Reformed Church in Old City Philadelphia.  
  (Dinner location to be announced) 

Pennsylvania Society of Mayflower Descendants 

SMDPA 
929 S. High Street, Suite 135 
West Chester, PA   19382 
 
Return Service Requested 

mailto:sharon.saunders@comcast.net
mailto:edemruh@aol.com
mailto:dianemcv39@verizon.net

